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The land of football and the samba rhythm
is now well poised to enter the prestigious
group of top 10 exporters of medical
devices and equipment in the world.  To
give this move an added impetus the
Brazilian medical industry has launched a
new brand to promote the country’s
healthcare manufacturing sector –
Brazilian Health Devices. At the forefront
of this new drive is the highlighting and
marketing of the quality and reliability of
Brazilian medical products.  

The Brazilian medical trade organisa-
tion, ABIMO (Associaçao Brasileira da
Indústria de Artigos e Equipamentos
Médicos, Odontológicos, Hospitalares e
Laboratoriais), represents more than 300
Brazilian medical device, dental device,
hospital equipment and laboratory
companies. During the past 12 years
ABIMO has made significant progress in
helping these companies expand their
horizons globally.  During this period the
medical device sector has grown by 320%
(in billing receipts) – from R$2 billion
(about US$1.25bn) in 1999 to R$8.4
billion in 2010.  

Afonso Medeiros, former president of
ABIMO,  told Middle East Health during an
interview at Hospitalar expo in São Paolo in
May this year, that medical device exports
from Brazil reached US$633 million.
Looking at current trends, he forecast this
would increase to US$1 billion by 2015.  

In a speech delivered at the Hospitalar
expo in São Paolo, ABIMO president,
Franco Pallamolla said: “We are convinced

that by 2020 Brazil will be one of the five
largest manufacturers of medical, hospital
and dental products in the world.”

The Brazilian Trade and Investment
Promotion Agency (Apex-Brazil) works in
partnership with ABIMO and is responsible
for the strategic promotion of Brazilian
exports and for attracting foreign direct
investment. It is currently focussed on
taking a large variety of Brazilian goods to
an increasing number of foreign markets.  

In recent years it has been remarkable to
see the tremendous growth in the number
of Brazilian firms participating at major
international medical fairs, such as Medica,
Arab Health, FIME and Hospitalar. This
has led to a marked growth in the number
of medical-related exports.  

Commenting on Brazil’s growing inter-
national presence, Mauricio Borges, busi-
ness director, Apex-Brazil, said:  “Visitors
to these events have the opportunity to see
that Brazil is able to provide creative solu-
tions adapted to the needs of the most
diverse customers worldwide.”

Among emerging healthcare markets

such as China, India, Mexico and Turkey,
Brazil is the second largest producer of
medical technology.  

According to Reinaldo Guimarães,

Brazil poised to enter
world stage for medical
device manufacturing 

By Jay Franco
Middle East Health correspondent for the Americas

Total Population 193,734,000
Gross National Income per capita (PPP international $) 10,080
Life expectancy at birth m/f (years) 70/77
Probability of dying under five (per 1,000 live births) 21
Probability of dying between 15 and 60 years m/f (per 1,000 population) 205/102
Total expenditure on health per capita (Intl $, 2009) 943
Total expenditure on health as % of GDP (2009) 9.0

Figures are for 2009. Source Global Health Observatory (WHO) 

Brazil’s health at a glance

Waleska Santos, MD, president Hospitalar
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Science, Technology and Strategic Inputs
(SCTIE) secretary of the Health Ministry:
“The health equipment sector has been
growing at more than 7% per year since
2003 and is forecast to keep going up.”
SCTIE is primarily responsible for facili-
tating technical cooperation among states,
municipalities and the Federal District,
with the governmental and non-govern-
ment organisations, aimed at scientific and
technological development in health.

Manufacturing
Middle East Health visited the manufac-
turing plants and offices of several compa-
nies in Brazil which have had success
exporting healthcare products to the
Middle East.  It was very interesting to
note the high level of quality control and
Research and Development that these
companies have been maintaining.  Some
of these companies included: 

Fanem: Founded in 1924, the company
manufactures neo-natal, laboratory and
hospital products.  It was the first Brazilian
company with products certified within
the the Brazilian and International
Electrochemical Commission standards,
and also the first company to obtain
Brazil’s GMP (Good Manufacturing
Practices). It exports to some 90 counties
including Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and the
UAE and maintains exclusive representa-
tion agreements that include technical
assistance and on-site maintenance.  

Ortosintese: This is one of Brazil’s
leading companies with more than 33
years of experience in the production of
orthopaedic implants.  It also manufac-
tures surgical tables and disinfection
equipment (autoclaves, thermo disinfec-
tors). With a leading market share in
South America, Ortosintese exports to
Iran, Egypt, Cyprus, Jordan, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey and Yemen in the Middle
East among other regions of he world. Its
products are of high quality, using
advanced technologies and are certified
by several national and international
organisations.

Baumer SA: This is the largest implant
manufacturer in South America. Baumer is
dedicated to the development of solutions,
equipment and services for medical and
dental environments.  Since its inception

World’s 5th largest country in terms of population
World’s 8th largest economy with US$ 1.6 trillion GDP
26 states, a federal district and 5,564 cities
27 harbours, 67 airports, 1,735 million km of road, 29,637 km of railroads
Largest hydro electricity producer of Latin America
26th importer in the world with US$ 135 billion
24th exporter in the world with US$153 billion
3rd major cosmetics market with US$ 29 billion volume per year
2nd major organic production area in the world
Largest producer and exporter of sugar, coffee and orange juice
2nd major producer of medical technologies among emerging countries

Brazil in the world

Turnover of the Brazilian health sector R$ 304 billion
Participation of the healthcare sector in Brazilian GDP 8.07%
Number of physicians in the country 366,888
Healthcare establishments registered at the Ministry of Health 229,672
Number of Hospitals in the country 6,981
Number of hospital beds 438,588
Exports of Medical equipment USD 633 million
Imports of Medical equipment USD 3.65 billion
Invoicing of the Brazilian industry USD 5.2 billion

Source: National Registry of Healthcare Establishments (CNES), Brazilian Health Confederation (CNS) & ABIMO.

The healthcare sector in Brazil (2010)

in 1952, the company trades in implants,
substitutes of osseous grafts, non-metallic
biomaterial, sterilisation, laundry, surgery
and water products.  It is also a leading
manufacturer of orthopaedic prostheses in
Latin America.  

Hospitalar 2011 
Another highlight of Middle East Health’s
visit to Brazil was the annual Hospitalar –
the premier healthcare and medical equip-
ment fair in Latin America. It was held in
São Paolo from 24-27 May 2011. Around
1,250 medical trade exhibitors from 34
countries exhibited and some 90,000
professionals participated at the show. 

Hospitalar is recognised as an important
business platform for global medical suppliers
and key medical buyers, and is an important
forum for Brazilian and foreign leaders to
discuss new concepts in healthcare manage-
ment and other points of interest.

Two new events were announced at the
Hospitalar show – Expo Enfermagem (for
nursing products), and Reabilitação (for
rehabilitation products.)

Waleska Santos, MD, president of

Hospitalar, told Middle East Health: “We
want to meet the demands in the areas of
nursing and rehabilitation as well as
offering enhanced visibility to each one of
the show’s sectors.” 

Medical tourism
World class hospitals have been built in
several Brazilian cities, which are sought after
not only by Brazilians, but also increasingly by
patients from neighbouring Latin American
countries. Some of these hospitals include: 

Hospital Alemão Oswaldo Cruz was
founded by a group of German immigrants in
1897. It has grown into one of Brazil’s leading
hospitals.  It is accredited by Joint Commission
International (JCI) and the Telemedicine for
the Mobile Society certification.

Hospital Israelita Albert Einstein was
founded by the Jewish community 56 years
ago and is well known in the country for
providing high quality services.  In 1999 it
was the first health institution outside of the
United States to be recognised by the Joint
Commission International (JCI), and is
known for its success in highly complex
procedures.
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World Diabetes Congress 2011 to be held in Dubai

Leading diabetes experts and members of
the diabetes community will convene in
Dubai from 4-8 December 2011 for the
biennial World Diabetes Congress, organ-
ised by the International Diabetes
Federation (IDF).

Expected to draw up to 15,000 partici-
pants, IDF’s World Diabetes Congress is
one of the largest and most important
healthcare congresses in the world. The
2011 Congress will be held in association
with the Dubai Health Authority (DHA).

With the second highest rate of diabetes
prevalence globally, the United Arab
Emirates is the logical and strategic choice
for IDF’s flagship event. IDF estimates that
over 20% of the country’s population could
be living with the condition within a gener-

ation. Major social and economic develop-
ments in the region over the last few
decades, have come at a huge cost to public
health. The growing concern to meet the
demands of the epidemic across the region
has provided the right context for IDF to
bring the World Diabetes Congress to
Dubai.

Shortly following the United Nations
High-Level Meeting on Non-
Communicable Diseases in September, the
2011 Congress is being held at an important
global juncture for diabetes and non-
communicable diseases. IDF hopes that the
Congress will continue the momentum
from this landmark meeting, reflecting on
its successes and taking concrete actions on
the outcomes and implementation require-
ments for governments, industry, civil
society and multi-lateral organisations.

As one of the leading dates in the
diabetes calendar, the World Diabetes
Congress provides the opportunity to

Event : World Diabetes Congress
Venue : Dubai, UAE
Date : 4-8 December 2011

discuss a broad range of diabetes issues,
from latest scientific advances to cutting-
edge information on education, diabetes
care, advocacy and awareness. Participants
include physicians, scientists, nurses,
educators and other healthcare profes-
sionals, as well as government representa-
tives, policy makers, people with diabetes,
representatives from IDF member associa-
tions and members of the press.

A variety of session types, from abstract-
driven presentations to symposia, “meet
the expert” and plenaries, will meet the
needs of the various participants that make
the World Diabetes Congress such a
unique event. Other related activities,
including satellite meetings, exhibitions
and affiliated events, will contribute to an
exceptional opportunity for professional
development and networking. 

World Diabetes Congress 2011
www.worlddiabetescongress.org 
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